
Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 30 June 2017 

 
 
Dear Parents 
 
We have had a lovely week studying snails and experimenting with spirals using chalks, tissue paper 
and even wraps. The children have focused more closely on the habitats of different minibeasts, using 
the computers to match homes to the correct minibeast. Earlier in the week, the children thoroughly 
enjoyed watching the Year 6 performance of Dazzle! and we congratulate all the Year 6 children and 
staff on an excellent performance and wonderful singing. 
We also enjoyed toasting marshmallows and apple on our fire at Forest School. A great learning 
experience for all of the children.  
 
We cannot believe that next week will be our last full week. Where has the year gone? So for the last 
time…… 
 
Next week  
 
Literacy 
Looking at non-fiction texts to find out information about bees. The children will be collecting 
information to write into their own factual book. The children will also be posing questions to ask a 
visiting beekeeper and practise writing a question mark. 
 
Keywords  
This week we are sending home:  Mrs, called, here and I’m.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them in cursive letters, 
thinking about keeping the letters the same size. Then try to write the words in a sentence.  
 
Maths 
Learning our number bonds to 10 and then 20. In addition to this we will be exploring tessellation of 
shapes which links to honeycombs. 
 
Understanding the World 
Visit from a beekeeper. Children will consider the importance of bees in our world and learn how to 
keep safe around them.  
 
PSED 
Celebrating 85 years of our school and considering all the things that make our school special. The 
children will be reflecting on their time in Reception and all of their achievements over the year. 
 
Creative  
Tasting honey and creating bees, honeycombs and beehives. 
 
Ideas for the children to try at home 
 
Literacy  
This week we read the story The Snail and the Whale. It is a rhyming book. Can you think of any words 
which rhyme with snail, beach, shore and sea? In the story the whale was stranded on the beach and 
had to be rescued. Can you tell your families how the whale was able to get back into the sea?  



In preparation for our questions to the beekeeper, try to spot question marks in books and look at 
how you form them. Have a go at writing some question marks of different sizes and colours on a 
piece of paper.  
 
Maths 
Ask an adult to write out some subtraction number sentences/calculations for you. Can you work out 
the answers? These could be one, two or three digit numbers. Make sure you show your working out 
clearly and that your numbers are the correct way round. If you have any squared paper, make sure 
that you always write one digit in each square.  Solve the calculations using your fingers, a number 
line or by counting back in your head.  
 
Topic  
Can you explore the website we used in ICT this week (on Topmarks) all about habitats and 
minibeasts? Here is the link to follow: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?b=science/plants_animals 
We are looking forward to a visit from a beekeeper next week. Perhaps you can think of some 
questions you would like to ask about bees, their lives, their nests and about being a bee keeper. Bring 
your questions in for us to share. 
 
Notices 
 
Transition to Year 1 
This week the children have visited the Year 1 classrooms. They had a look around and got to listen to 
the children in Year 1 share their experiences. Many of the Year 1 children reassured Reception that 
when they first started in Year 1, they were nervous but excited so they should not worry if they feel 
like this too! The children spoke very positively about their Year 1 experiences and how they get to 
wear trainers, have their own pencil case and still sit on the carpet, to name a few. 
On Wednesday, the children will spend time in their new classroom with their Year 1 Teacher during 
Move up Morning. We will be continuing to support and help the children with their transition over 
the next week.  
 
Open afternoon - Friday 7 July 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our whole school Open Afternoon on Friday 
7 July at 14:30. Once you have looked at your child’s work and books, we will ask you to complete the 
summer term box on your child’s Learning Journal Log form. More information about the Open 
Afternoon will be sent out on Monday.  
 
Message from Mrs Knight - please could the children bring in a plastic bag for their artwork on 
Monday. Thank you.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend 
 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho-You and the Reception Team. 
 

 
 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?b=science/plants_animals

