
 
 
 

Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 24 February 2017 

 
Dear Parents 
 
We were pleased to welcome the children back on Monday and hear all about their half term news 
and activities. We thoroughly enjoyed sharing and talking about the work that some of the children 
brought in. We always look at this as a class and then give your child the choice as to whether they 
would like it to go in their Learning Journal or take it back home.  
 
We began our Jetting off around the World topic with the continent of Africa. The children each have 
a passport in which they will collect stamps for the continents/countries that they ‘visit’ over the term.  
 
NEXT WEEK: 
 
Literacy  
We will be describing what we would see out of the window in an aeroplane. We are also looking 
forward to celebrating World Book Day on Thursday, 2 March.  
 
Phonics and Handwriting 
Our new sounds for next week are th and ng.  
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: do, me and down.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them in cursive letters, 
thinking about keeping the letters the same size. Then try to write the words in a sentence.  
 
Maths 
Patterns - describing and creating patterns then moving onto number patterns and missing number 
patterns.   
 
Topic 
 
Understanding the World 
We will pretend to get on an aeroplane and act out a plane journey. We will be designating and 
deciding on roles such as captain, pilot and air stewards.  
We will be looking at Australian animals and beaches and finding out about the Coral Reef.  
 
Creative 
Aboriginal Art with cotton buds and paint.  
 
PSED/British Values and RS 
Caring for the environment linked to the Coral Reef. 
 
 
 
 
 



Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Can you write a list of items that you would need to pack if you were jetting off around the world? 
Sound out the words phonetically. The children wrote lists in class and learnt how to number the 
items. For example: 

1. Sunhat 
2. Sun cream 
3. T - shirt 

 
Maths 
Can you get a toy animal or teddy and think about moving it in different positions? For example, 
forwards, backwards, left and right. The children have also learnt North, East, South and West and 
know that these points are found on a compass. Play a game with an adult by standing up and giving 
each other directions to move in. For example, can you take three steps backwards then two to the 
right? The children have enjoyed using an educational game to support their learning on positions and 
directions this week which can be accessed at home: http://www.iboard.co.uk/activity/Dance-Moves-
678  
 
Topic  
Can you recall and name the continents? Look at a children’s atlas and find Africa.  
Can you talk to an adult about how a child’s way of life is different in Africa to ours? 
Paint/draw/collage an African animal.   
 
Notices 
A reminder that it is our EYFS Information Evening on Tuesday 28 February at 18:00 in the school hall. 
We are looking forward to informing you about mathematics and ways to support your child across 
the curriculum. 
 
Please ensure that you have returned your child’s art apron, fleece and waterproof coat. Please also 
ensure that Parents’ Evenings return sheets are handed in by Monday. Please also sign and return the 
permission slip for our visit to Colne Valley Railway if you have not already done so.  
 
Today you will be receiving a selection of your child’s books. Please enjoy sharing these with your child 
over the weekend and ensure that they are returned on Monday. We would also like to invite you to 
share your child’s work with them at our Reception Open Afternoon on Friday 24 March at 14:45. We 
had such positive feedback from this last time and the children are so excited to have you in their 
classrooms. There will also be more work to see in their books from this term’s topic by then. Please 
note that there is not a huge amount of work in your child’s mathematics books as we do many 
practical activities (which you can see from the observations) along with work in your child’s Learning 
Journal. 
 
As Mrs Masters continues on jury service, Mrs Ho You will be teaching RH on Monday again next week. 
We look forward to Mrs Masters’ return at the end of the week. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend 
 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team. 
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