
 
 

Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 10 February 2017 

 
 

Dear Parents 
 
To conclude our Dinosaurs Topic, we had a very exciting visit from a dinosaur called Mr Clarke 
o’saurus. We welcomed him into the classroom and enjoyed thinking of some sensible questions to 
ask him to find out information about where came from, what he liked to eat and what he liked to do. 
In Drama we refer to this at ‘Hot Seating’.  
 
We hope the children enjoyed the dinosaur rock cakes they made and that the bird feeders from 
Forest School have made their way into your gardens.  
 
After half term, our topic will be ‘Jetting off around the World’. We will be focusing on a different 
country each week and making passports so we can jet off to the different countries. We will also be 
looking at different forms of transport linking to the countries.  
 
The children will be visiting Colne Valley Railway as part of this topic and we look forward to welcoming 
you to the EYFS Information Evening, Parents’ Evening, Open Afternoon, Craft Afternoon and the 
Easter Treat. All of these dates can be found in the School Calendar (apart from the Information 
Evening taking place on 28 February at 18:00) so do please make a note of these.  
 
Phonics and Handwriting 
Our new sounds for the first week back are ch and sh.  
 
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: mum, one, them.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them in cursive letters. Then 
try to write the words in a sentence.  
 
 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Can you write down some facts that you have learnt from our Dinosaurs topic? Perhaps you could 
make a fact file with some pictures and simple sentences. We would love to see your work after half 
term. We have been very impressed with the knowledge that the children have gained and 
remembered during this topic and it has clearly captured their imagination.  
  
Keep a diary over half term to share with the class when we return. Draw a picture of something you 
do each day and write a simple sentence to explain this.  
 
Maths 
The children have picked up the names of 3D shapes very well this week. Many of them are quite 
tricky. Ask your child to tell you the names of the 3D shapes. We have taught them: cylinder, cube, 
cuboid, cone, pyramid, sphere and triangular prism. Can you look around your house for some items 
that are these shapes? For example, a cereal box (cuboid), a dice (cube), a kitchen roll tube (cylinder).   
 



 
Topic  
Have a go at carrying out a Science experiment. Make some ice cubes and then choose three or four 
different places to put them (inside and outside). Make a prediction as to where you think the ice cube 
will melt the quickest/slowest. Think about your reasons. Was your prediction correct? 
 
Can you think about and discuss why museums are important? What are the rules for visiting a 
museum? Perhaps you could write your own rules. 
 
  
 
Notices 
Today you will receive a letter regarding our educational visit to Colne Valley Railway. Please ensure 
the permission forms are returned for the first week back at school.  
 
We are sending home your child’s Art apron, fleece and coat along with hats and gloves for a wash 
over half term. This is also a good opportunity to check that all items are clearly labelled, especially 
both gloves. We are also sending two reading books, but please do encourage your child to read a 
variety of books at home and to visit the Library. 
 
Please could you start collecting and saving milk bottle lids (the plastic ones) for a creative activity in 
class after half term. Thank you for your help.  
 
We hope you all have an enjoyable half term. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


