
Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 30 September 2016 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
What a busy week we have had! The children have enjoyed exploring their sense of hearing 
and carried out lots of activities relating to hearing and sounds. We loved reading the story, 
Peace At Last, by Jill Murphy. It was made all the more fun by using the story sack containing 
the teddy characters, a noisy owl and a whistle for the cuckoo clock! The children had their 
first experience of retelling the story through the story sack items in a Drama lesson. Each 
class has also gone on a listening walk and tried to identify the sounds they could hear.  
 
Our maths work on ‘one more’ will be visited again. The children have moved along a number 
line this week and tried to carefully count an amount of buttons and then add one more. 
 
It was lovely to see so many of you at the EYFS meeting on Tuesday evening. In due course 
we will be sending home some literacy packs to help you support the work we do in class. 
Please see the link to the suggested websites below: 
 
Pronunciation of the alphabet sounds- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OcWbkbDx7pA 
Jolly Phonics- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGpsVmWLRFA 
Buried Treasure (real and made up words)- http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html 

 
 
Next week  
 
Literacy 
We will be reading Handa’s Surprise and sequencing the story. 
 
Phonics  
Our new sounds for next week are m and d.  
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: he, I, of.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them.  
 
Maths 
We will be carrying out weighing activities and comparing the weight (mass) of items. The 
children will describe heavy and light objects and attempt to order objects by their weight. 
We will use balancing scales.  
 
Topic  
 
Science - Tasting fruits from the story. 
 
Geography - Looking at where different fruits are grown and come from. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OcWbkbDx7pA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGpsVmWLRFA


Creative - We will be making ‘texture squares’ at Forest School. 
 
PSED/RS - looking at different cultures linked to Handa’s Surprise.  
 
 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Practise forming the letters ‘m’ and ‘d’. Can they write them in their bubble bath? 
Try to sequence their day and tell you what they did first, next and last of all. Play the game ‘I 
went shopping and in my basket I put…..’ How many items can the children remember? 
When helping your child to write, begin by encouraging them to hear the first sound in the 
word and write it down. In Reception, we encourage the children to spell words phonetically 
and we then teach them spellings for tricky words later on.  
 
Maths 
Try some baking together! Let your child help you in the kitchen by baking some cakes and 
weighing out the ingredients together. Concentrate on using language like: heavier, lighter, 
the most, more, less etc. 
 
Topic work 
Look at different fruits at the supermarket and name them. Try to read the label to show the 
children where the fruits have come from.  Study a globe or look in an atlas to see if they can 
find the countries where some of the fruits/ foods come from. 
 
 
Notices 
Please continue to ensure that every item which belongs to your child is labelled. This really 
helps us to identify their clothing.  
 
Please send in one snack for your child so that they have time to have a run around.  
 
Next week we are lucky to have a Drama workshop coming to school. The children will hear 
about the Queen’s Commonwealth, and Phileas Fogg will take the children on a journey 
around the commonwealth. 
 
Next week the children will be tasting some fruits linked to the story Handa’s Surprise. Please 
let us know if you do not wish your child to try any of the following fruits or if your child has 
any allergies that we may not already be aware of: 
banana, orange, mango, pineapple and avocado.  
 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team 


