
Reception Newsletter 
Week Ending: 25 November 2016 

 
Dear Parents, 
It was lovely to see so many of you at our Open Afternoon today. We hope you found it 
enjoyable and valuable to share your child’s work and books. We will be holding another Open 
Afternoon in the Spring Term.  
 
It has been a very starry week in Reception. We have practised our play every day, made star 
biscuits and created our own constellations.  
 
Next week: 
 
Literacy - The Christmas Story.  
 
Phonics  
Our new sounds for next week are f and l.  
  
Keywords  
This week we are sending home: we, can, are.  
If your child can already recognise these words, please practise spelling them in cursive 
letters. Then try and write the word in a sentence.  
 
Maths 
Money - Recognising coins and their values.  
 
Science 
Nocturnal animals.  
 
RS 
The Christmas Story and Christingle.  
 
Creative 
Owl crafts.  
 
PSED/British Values 
What does the Christingle represent? Caring about the world. 
 
 ** 
 
We will be continuing to practise our Christmas play on a daily basis and with the rest of Lower 
School next week. We will let you know via ClarionCall if there are any changes to PE lessons. 
During this busy period, we continue to do our very best to hear your child read individually, 
however the Christmas Play does take priority. Please be reassured that we are continually 
sharing texts within the class.  
 
 



 
 
Ideas to try at home 
 
Literacy 
Have you written a letter to Father Christmas yet? Have you created a Christmas list? What 
about writing some Christmas cards? 
 
Maths 
Please practise writing your numbers at home, making sure that they are the correct way 
round. If you have some number cards, can you put them in order? Ask an adult to write a list 
of numbers with some of them missing. Can you work out the missing numbers? 
Counting - count out objects accurately.  
 
Weighing - we enjoyed weighing out the ingredients and talked about the bigger numbers on 
the scales. Perhaps you could do some baking at home. How many biscuits can you make? 
How much flour do you need?  
 
Topic work 
We used a fantastic app on the ipads to link with our work on constellations and stars. This is 
a free app which can be downloaded from the App Store. It is called Star Chart and enables 
you to locate stars and constellations by holding the device towards the sky. The children 
were fascinated by this and we told them that we would let you all know how to get it at 
home. 
 
 
 
Notices 
We have had a few queries regarding costumes. It is fine for the stars and angels to wear a 
star or angel costume as we will provide the other ‘cool’ accessories. Please also remember 
to send in some shoes for your child to wear. The travellers could wear jeans and a checked 
shirt with a tea towel on their head. Please provide something to secure the tea towel.  
 
Unfortunately, due to a Lower School play rehearsal on Tuesday, there will be no Forest 
School for either class.  
 
In preparation for our craft afternoon, we would be very grateful if you could collect a pine 
cone for a craft. Thank you for your help.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 
 
With thanks, 
Miss Magnus, Mrs Masters, Mrs Ho You and the Reception Team. 
 


