
 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics in EYFS 

 

This part of the EYFS meeting explains how we teach Mathematics to our children in St Cedd’s 

School. It goes into detail about the progression from Nursery to Reception and what we expect 

them to know by the end of Reception. 

Mathematics is split into two sections in the EYFS curriculum which we follow at St Cedd’s School 

- Numbers and Shape, Space and Measures. 

 

Nursery 

In Nursery, Mathematics is very practical and play-based. We read lots of stories with 

mathematical elements such as Five Little Ducks and the Very Hungry Caterpillar. We sing songs 

and rhymes such as Ten Little Monkeys and 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive. These are the 

start of learning to count.  We do lots of counting including counting objects, but also jumps, claps 

etc. A child might build a tower and we would ask how many bricks they have used. We observe 

and then scaffold (build on) the children’s learning. The play becomes purposeful and we are there 

to support the children. After we have asked how many bricks they have used, we might ask how 

many there would be if we have one more, one less etc.  

We teach the children how to count carefully through one-to-one correspondence. This helps 

them to count accurately and we teach them to count slowly, pointing to an object and saying the 

number. The children engage in imaginative play - shop keepers, café owners, finding treasure 

and dinosaur land. From an early age, children begin to solve problems practically through 

cooking, practical games and just talking. They complete sorting activities by colour or by object. 

Again, this is very practical. The children learn to recognise numbers at their own pace. Some 

children will learn to 5, then 10 and others may already know to 10 and therefore learn to 20. 

They will learn the names of 2D shapes and how to recognise these. We go on shape hunts and 

look for shapes in the environment. 

 



 

Reception 

We still focus on lots of practical activities and then introduce written work in Mathematics books 

and also on differentiated activity sheets. Our activities are all sorted to suit individual needs. We 

use ICT games. One you can access at home, which is free, is www.topmarks.co.uk. We do not 

follow a particular scheme, but we make sure we include everything in the EYFS framework. We 

use workbooks as well. We have lots of discussions with peers, class teachers and TAs including 

questioning – for example, ‘How do you know that?’, ‘How did you work that out’? We also use 

an iPad to take photographic evidence which you will see in your child’s Learning Journal.  

Once children are confident in counting and recognising numbers, the next part of learning is to 

be able to identify in which order the numbers go. This comes with lots of practice and what we 

call ‘incidental learning’ with everyday things such as: 

- Calendars 
- Page numbers  
- Reading books with numbers 
- Using the telephone and computer/iPad 
- Clock 
- Remote control 
- Car numbers 
- Recognising numbers in the environment  
- Playing games such as Snakes and Ladders and Snap 

 

Once your child has mastered basic number and shape skills, they begin to use numbers in more 

advanced contexts. For example, addition and subtraction, properties of shapes and putting 

numbers in order. They also start to find the answers to some of the following questions: 

- Which number comes before 10? 
- Which number is bigger? 
- On a number line: put your finger on two and then jump two numbers higher.  
- Which number comes before 6? 
- Which numbers are greater than 7? 

 

By the end of Reception, children should be able to: 

- Count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20. 
- Recognise, read and write numbers to 20. 
- Place numbers in order. 
- Say which number is one more and one less than a given number.  
- Use quantities and objects to add and subtract two single digit numbers. Then by counting 

on or back to find the answer. 
- Solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing.  

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/


 

They use everyday language to: 

- Talk about Size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money.  
- Compare quantities and objects and to solve problems.  
- Recognise, create and describe patterns.  
- Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to 

describe them.  
 

You can do all of these things at home. You do not need to buy any resources. Use what you have. 

You can count anything, you can play games, you can talk and you can use toys for adding, taking 

away, sorting and looking at shapes in your house.  

 

Supporting your child at home 

Please read our weekly newsletters as these will inform you about what your child has been 

learning in Mathematics each week.  We always try to give practical ideas too, using resources 

you already have. 

It is important to remember that every child learns at a different time and at a different rate. 

Some find the concept of numbers easy and others need more time and support. Everything the 

child does should be made fun and enjoyable. Sitting down to complete number sentences for 

half an hour is not necessarily enjoyable for a 4 year old! Make a shop with price tags and add the 

numbers together. They need to know what the numbers mean, how they are written, what 

comes next and how to use them to solve problems. Please speak to us if you have any queries or 

concerns.  

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 


