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Welcome to Year 6 

Welcome to the final year at St Cedd’s School, where we very much look to Year 6 to set the best of examples at all 
times as our school leaders and mentors.  There are many opportunities to showcase leadership and organisational 
skills afforded this year.  Some positions of responsibility (e.g. Head Girl and Boy, Sports Captains and League 
Leaders) are discussed and appointed by staff, whilst others are very much on a voluntary basis, and offer the 
opportunity to work as a vital part of a team in facilitating the smooth running of the school (e.g. helping out in 
classes with younger pupils, being a playleader etc). Year 6 promises to be a hardworking, exciting and immensely 
rewarding year, and one which presents a myriad of challenges and opportunities for the children to seize upon, in 
every area of school life.   
 
Homework 
 
The homework diary is an important means of communication between home and school, and it should be brought 
to school daily, and taken to every lesson.  Pupils are expected to use it to record their homework assignments, and 
there is a section for recording any awards achieved. It can also be used for parental messages, and will be signed 
regularly by the Form Teacher.  Keeping a diary is a useful life skill, and the children are encouraged to record details 
of music lessons, special events and outings. 
 
All homework should be completed carefully and accurately in a quiet environment. Children should try hard to 
complete the work that is set, but we would not expect them to spend any longer than the allocated time on a 
particular piece of homework. Children should be encouraged to check their work thoroughly. Each piece of work 
should be timed and signed by an adult in the children’s homework book or on the worksheet.  This allows us to 
assess any difficulties encountered. 
 
Over the course of the week the children in Year 6 will be given the following homework: 
 

 Weekly spellings 

 2 x 20 minute English activities 

 2 X 20 minute Mathematics activities 

 20 minutes reading per day 

 1 x 20 minutes of science 

 1 x 20 minutes of MFL 

 1 hour of HOLDFAST (introduced a few weeks into the Autumn Term) 
 
Reading 
 
We place a great emphasis on reading at St Cedd’s School and feel it is very important that the children read every 
night.  In support of this there is an entire strand in the HOLDFAST award dedicated to reading. The pupils will be 
given a Reading Booklet, which should be signed by parents to indicate the page reached each evening and this, 
along with the reading book, should be brought into school each day. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewards 
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 All children can receive ‘plus ones’ and they need ten to get a star for their league 

 Stars are displayed on a chart in each form room, and at the back of the Homework Diary, and league totals 

are read out in assembly at the end of each term   

 At the end of the term, certificates are awarded for the children who achieve the highest number of stars in 

each form 

 Children can achieve ‘plus ones’ for their work, for good effort in a lesson, outstanding behaviour, care and 

courtesy, and helpfulness to others over and above the call of duty 

 Children can also be nominated for the Good Work Book where their work will be celebrated with Dr 

Edmonds, and their names will appear in the weekly Bulletin 

 ‘P’ points are awarded for presentation of work according to Year 6 criteria 

 
Equipment (Please ensure all items are clearly named) 

 

 A4 plastic folder with dividers (can be purchased from the school shop) 

 Fountain pen with supply of blue cartridges 

 Pencils 

 Rulers: non flexible 15cm and 30cm 

 Colouring pencils 

 White rubber 

 Glue stick & Sellotape 

 Geometry set 

 Calculator (a simple, inexpensive model will suffice) 

 Felt tip pens (optional) 

 Thesaurus and dictionary (Collins Paperback version is preferable, but Oxford is suitable if already purchased 
for previous years) 

 Art apron with name in large letters on the front 

 
PE/Games 
 
Games  Friday afternoon 
Swimming  Thursday 
 
PE kit and school uniform should be named and in school on the first day of term, ready for a kit check please. A 
complete list of the PE kit requirements can be found on the school website. 
 
We very much look forward to working with the children in Year 6, and hope they have a very happy, successful 
and rewarding final year at St Cedd’s School. 
 
 
Mrs Hodivala and Mrs Picking 

       (Year 6 Teachers) 
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The Year 6 HOLDFAST AWARD 
 

By the end of the summer term, we hope that each pupil will feel well prepared, full of self-belief and excited at the 
prospect of moving up to Year 7, as they embark upon the next phase of their education as independent and highly 
motivated learners, excited by the new challenges which lie ahead.  
 
Ensuring that each child is well prepared for their future school obviously features high on our agenda.  To this 
effect, examination, interview and scholarship preparation are all embedded in the Year 6 curriculum, as are aspects 
of PSHEE which cover school choices and the challenges which will arise as the children move on.   
 
However, this is only a part of what we aim to provide in Year 6.  We want our pupils to leave St Cedd’s School with a 
real sense that Year 6 was a year to remember, one in which each and every pupil will feel an enormous sense of 
pride in their achievements across the curriculum.  Year 6 should be a year where the children:  
 

 have grasped the opportunity to fulfil and even exceed their potential 

 have challenged themselves as both a person and as a learner, with high aspirations 

 have contributed significantly to the life of the school in its broadest sense 

 have worked together as part of many different teams 

 have approached problems and challenges, arriving at solutions and using initiative 

 have performed in front of a variety of audiences with confidence 

 feel they have made a real difference 
 
In order to encourage such a wide and varied range of challenges and personal achievement, Year 6 work towards 
their HOLDFAST award, which comprises 8 strands: 
 

1. Service to the school 
2. Presenting to an audience 
3. Charitable, environmental, community work 
4. An extended project – individual choice in an area of personal interest 
5. A reading challenge which will be ongoing throughout the year, exploring a wide variety of genres and book 

related activities 
6. Problem solving - using initiative, working as part of a team and ‘thinking outside the box’ 
7. Opportunities to showcase and share individual talents in, for example, music, sport, drama, art 
8. An individual challenge which the children will set themselves, or a particular area of the curriculum which 

the children really want to improve 
 
 
Over the course of three terms, evidence in each Strand will be recorded (an example of a record is shown below) 
through a process of ongoing assessment, monitoring and guidance by the teaching staff, using a set of established 
success criteria.  At the end of the year, following a rigorous assessment process, pass, merit and distinction medals 
will be presented at the Celebration of Achievements. 
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Example of Record of Evidence for one of the strands for HOLDFAST 

 

STRAND 1 - Service to school 
For example: duties, reading partners, supporting staff, working with school council, PTA etc.  
Using initiative. 
 

 
Assessment 

 
 

 
Evidence collected during the year 

 
Staff signature 
/ comments 

1 point 
I have helped at least 3 members of 
staff with a job that I could see 
needed doing. eg, helping put a 
display up, helping set up for an 
assembly, supporting with younger 
pupils. 
 

  

2 points 
I have helped at one of the following: 
a PA event, an open day, a lower 
school production, sports event or 
similar. 
 

  

3 points (pass) 
I have performed all my duties 
throughout the year and have read 
with my reading partner at least 
once a week. 
 

  

4 points (merit) 
I have consistently read with my 
reading partner twice or more a 
week and/or I have covered duties 
for others without being asked by a 
member of staff. 
 

  

5 points (distinction) 
I have used my initiative in the 
following ways: 
(to be filled in by the pupil) 
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The Year 6 Curriculum 

 
The Year 6 HOLDFAST brings a new structure to our curriculum for Year 6, where we aim to use a more thematic 
approach to the work we do, and our curriculum overview highlights some of the opportunities where the different 
Strands from HOLDFAST will feature.  

 
Autumn Term Overview – Year 6   

 First Half Term Second Half Term 
Main topic of 
study 

Environmental issues in the UK and worldwide  
(Geography) 

‘Keen to be Green’ 

Queen Victoria’s Reign  (History) 
 

Secondary 
school 
preparation 

 11+ 

 Y7 Entrance exams  

 Exam technique and practice papers 

 Y7 Entrance exams and scholarship preparation 
Strand 2, 7 

 Exam technique and practice papers 

 Interview technique and practice, scholarship 
presentations Strand 2 

Visits  Sandford Mill (Science)  History off the page – Victorian Christmas (in 

School) 
 

Literacy Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 

 Analysing & Writing Poetry – Finding a 
Voice-environmental poetry 
(presentation of own poems to audience 
Strand 2, 5) 

 Discussion/argument  – Ban the Plastic 
Bag (opportunity for debate Strands 2, 3, 
6) 

 Persuasive writing features-poster 
design, presentational opportunity 
Strands 2, 3 and letter writing 

 Work with reading partners in Reception 
and Year 1 (service to school Strand 1) 

 Opportunities for drama will include 
interview preparation 
 

 

Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 

 Author study  (tie in with book week) 
aspects of Strands 4, 5, 8 

 Biography and autobiography Strand 2 

 First person accounts and diary writing 
Strand 2 

 Recount writing  

 Information writing-Victorian inventions. 
presentation opportunity from inventors’ 
points of view Strand 2 

 Victorian fiction-insight into workhouse and 
child labour aspects of Strand 2, link with 
Strand 3 

 Discussion writing and presentations Strand 
2: advantages and disadvantages of 
Victorian cf modern day schools 

 Playscripts - e.g. for Oliver Twist Strand 2 

 Examining themes e.g. child poverty as 
portrayed by Dickens Strands 2, 5  

 Characterisation-through actions and words 
(look at some of Dickens’ villains and angels 
Strand 5)  

 Comparison of novel with screen adaptation 
Strand 2 

 Narrative writing – write a story about a 
Victorian character. 

 Continued work with Reading Partners 
(service to school Strand 1) 

 Opportunities for drama will include 
interview preparation 

Maths Number work/calculator Number / calculator work 
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Fractions, decimals and percentages 
Problem solving 

Measure, shape and space 
Handling data 

Science How we See Things 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 

Reversible and Irreversible Changes 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 

Art 
Strand 7 
 

Developing the skills and techniques of drawing, 
painting, clay, collage, sculpture and textiles 
throughout the year. 
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 
 

Developing the skills and techniques of drawing, 
painting, clay, collage, sculpture and textiles 
throughout the year. Study of Victorian artists e.g. 
William Morris and the Pre-Raphaelites. 
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 

Humanities 
(considerable 
overlap with 
aspects of 
Literacy 
teaching) 

Environmental issues in the UK and worldwide  
(Geography) 
‘Keen to be Green’  Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 

 Greenhouse effect-impact of weather 
and climate on Earth Strand 3.  

 Write job application for research project 
into climate change Strand 3 

 Pressing environmental problems-before 
and after photographs, script writing for 
interview; opportunity for presentation 
Strand 2 

 Waste management-WEEE man 
(electronic waste) Compilation of survey, 
questionnaires, collation of results and 
presentation of findings (ICT opportunity 
and opportunity for presentation Strands 
2, 3, 6) 

 WEEE audit of classroom Strands 1, 3, 6  

 Ban the Plastic Bag debate and vote 
(presenting to an audience Strand 2, 3, 6) 

 Waste management-recycling. Effect of 
environment and changes on people’s 
lives Strand 3 

 Why, where and how we recycle things 
Strand 3 

 Environmental survey of the school. 

 Eco Club and Green Team opportunities 
Strand 1, 3, 6 

Queen Victoria’s Reign (History) Opportunity for 
Strands 4, 8 

 Creating a Victorian timeline. 

 Victoria’s heritage; her family, diaries; 
portraiture Strand 2 opportunity 

 Rich and poor Strand 2, link with Strand 3 

 The workhouse Strand 2, link with Strand 3 

 Economic and social changes Strand 2, link 
with Strand 3 

 Education-schoolroom layout, behaviour 
and punishments; logbooks Strand 2 

 The British Empire; research Victorian 
inventions and present sales pitch to Queen 
Victoria Strands opportunities for Strands 2, 
4, 5, 6, 8  

 

Computer 
Studies 
 
(also see 
overview 
attached) 

 Consolidating and extending all skills 
covered in upper school 

 Creation of questionnaires, excel 
spreadsheets 

 Multimedia presentation of all work in 
‘Keen to be Green’ topic Strands 2, 4, 6 

 

 Consolidating and extending all skills 
covered in upper school  

 Multimedia presentations 

 Spreadsheet modelling 

 Comparing computer databases with 
Victorian census collection of statistics 

Strands 2, 4, 5, 6 opportunities 

International 
Studies 

See attached ‘International Studies Curriculum’ 
Strand 3, 6  
 

Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 
Strand 2 

French – developing reading, speaking and listening skills further Strand 2 (1 lesson per week) 

 Revision 

 Places in town 

 Directions 

 Transport 

 Intercultural Understanding 
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Introduction to Spanish (1 lesson per week) 

 Cultural facts & awareness of language 

 Alphabet and Spanish sounds 

 Personal details (name, age etc.) 

 
Music 
 

Composer project-Mozart.  

 a study of Mozart’s life and times  

 listen to and follow music using scores of 
different kinds  

 prepare a performance of a minuet by 
Mozart  Strands 2, 7 

 perform Percy Parker song ‘My Dearest Mr 
Mozart’ 

 Preparation for Harvest 

Preparation for the Carol Service; Strand 2 

 learn the traditional carols and songs for 
the Carol Service  

 sing in one, two and more parts 
 

Class Concert 

PSHEE and 
Citizenship 

 Expectations of Year 6 aspects of Strands 1, 6, 8 

 Personal organisation aspects of Strands 6, 8 

 Working with the school community-behaviour, duties, leading by example, responsibilities, role 
descriptions and purpose of meetings Strand 1 aspects of community service 

 Personal pastimes and interests Strand 2 

 Coping with pressure aspects of Strand 6, 8 

 Keeping safe aspects of Strands 6, 8 

 Becoming more independent aspects of Strand 3 
 

PE 
 

See attached ‘Physical Education Curriculum’ 
 
Strands 7 and 8 ongoing throughout year 
 

RS Belief Christianity 
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Spring Term Overview – Year 6  
 First Half Term Second Half-Term 
Main topic of 
study 

20th Century Britain-The Second World War 
(History) 

Natural Disasters – hazards 
(Geography) 

Secondary 
school 
preparation 

 Y7 Entrance exams: Brentwood School;  

 New Hall scholarship preparation-
music, drama, sport, special talent 
Strand 2,7 

Secondary school places are allocated 

Visits  Chelmsford Museum 
 

Literacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drama 
opportunities 

Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 

 Study of Carrie’s War (Nina Bawden) 

 Analyse the success of texts in evoking 
a particular response in the reader. 

 Journalistic writing, to write a human 
rights article for Amnesty 
International. 

 To adapt a piece of writing to suit its 
purpose eg letters, postcards. 

 The Tempest (linked with drama 
activities). 

 Continued work with Reading Partners 
Strand 1 
 
 

 

 Interview and audition techniques 
Strand 2 

 Studying ‘The Tempest’ Strands 2,5,7 

Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 

 Continued work with Reading Partners 
Strand 1 

 War Poetry 
- comment critically on the overall 

impact of a poem. 
- write own war poem using a range 

of literary devices. 

 Learn a war poem for a recital 
competition. 

 S & L activity – pupils preparing and 
presenting own assemblies. 

 To identify media stereotypes through 
writing travel and aid brochures. 

 
 

 World War Two drama activities: 
evacuation, billeting, going home, ‘The 
Diary of Anne Frank’ and, ‘Carrie’s War’ 
Strands 2,5 

 Preparation for Year 6 production 
(auditions) Strands 2,5,6,7 

 
Maths Consolidating and extending all work covered 

in Upper School  
Algebra 
Co-ordinates 
Economic Education 

Consolidating and extending all work covered in 
Upper School  
Algebra 
Co-ordinates 
Economic Education 

Science More About Dissolving 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 

Micro-organisms 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 
 

Art Developing the skills and techniques of 
drawing, painting, clay, collage, sculpture and 
textiles throughout the year.  
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 
 

Developing the skills and techniques of drawing, 
painting, clay, collage, sculpture and textiles 
throughout the year.  
Study artists such as: Henry Moore and Andy 
Goldsworthy 
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 
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Humanities 
(considerable 
overlap with 
aspects of 
Literacy 
teaching) 

20th Century Britain-The Second World War   
(History)  Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 

 Leisure and travel 

 The origins and development of the 
Second World War 

 Defending Britain 

 The Blitz 

 Evacuation 

 The progress and conclusion of the 
Second World War 

 Rationing  

 The role of women in the Second 
World War 

 Children and school life during World 
War Two 

 

Natural Disasters – hazards   (Geography)  
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 

 What do we know about disasters? 

 Features of a volcano. 

 Features of plate tectonics. 

 Causes and effects of earthquakes. 

 Case study: 2011 Japanese earthquake and 
tsunami. 

 Causes and effects of hurricanes. 

 Comparing the effects of typhoons in LEDC 
and MEDC. 

Computer 
Studies 
 
(also see 
overview 
attached) 

Consolidating and extending all skills covered 
in Upper School  
To use ICT skills to: 

 Develop a product 

 Create a design 

 Research costings 

 Create and evaluate a survey 

 Create marketing materials 

 Produce and sell product 
Strands 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 opportunities.  

Consolidating and extending all skills covered in 
Upper School  
Strands 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 opportunities 

International 
Studies 

See attached ‘International Studies Curriculum’ 
Strand 3, 6  
 

Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 
Strand 2 

French 

 Personal details (higher level information eg, hobbies) 

 Conjugation: verbs etre and avoir 

 French cafe 
Spanish - continue to learn: 

 Cultural facts 

 Numbers 

 Family 

 Days, months, date 

 Colours 
 

Music Popular styles 

 study musical styles that have been 
popular in the 20th century 

 sing ‘Take Cover or Die’ and ‘The 
Middle of Nowhere’ from Percy 
Parker’s World War II Incident (History 
link) 
 

How to compose a blues song with chords 

 learn how to compose a simple chord 
pattern and ways to use this in 
composing a blues pop song of their 

Gamelan 

 investigate music from Indonesia  

 learn about the different instruments of 
the gamelan 
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choice Strands 2, 7 

 
PSHEE and 
Citizenship 

 Growing up – coping with changes 

 Personal organisation / independence aspects of Strands 6, 8 

 Self-respect and trust, respect for others and each other’s talents Strand 6 

 Working as a team-charity work and fundraising Strands 3, 6 

 Nobody understands-coping with changes and adults aspects of Strands 1, 6, 8 

 Ongoing help and support of others in the school community Strands 1, 3 

 Things that worry/frighten us; preparation for further independence aspects of Strands 6, 
8 

 Y6 week of assemblies-working together as a group to present to the school Strand 2, 6 

 
PE 
 

See attached ‘Physical Education Curriculum’ 
 
Strands 7 and 8 ongoing throughout year 

 
RS Race and Diversity Hinduism 
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Summer Term Overview – Year 6   
 First Half Term Second Half Term 
Main topic of 
study 

Studying a contrasting locality within the UK  
(Geography) 
 

Post War Britain  (History) 
 

Secondary 
school 
preparation 

Organisational skills/ preparation for moving 
to secondary schools (see aspects of PSHEE) 
aspects of Strand 8 

Y7 Induction days aspects of Strand 8 
Completion of information requested for Y6/Y7 
transfer 

Visits PGL Activity holiday Strands 4, 6, 7, 8 Flamenco dancing workshop Strands 2, 7  

Literacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opportunities 
for Drama 

Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 
 

 Continued work with Reading 
Partners  Strand 1 

 Reading and writing a selection of 
poetry 

 Analysing the literary features of 
myths and writing our own 

 
 
Preparation for Year 6 production: 
characterization, acting, reacting, asides, 
stage direction, gesture, facial expression, 
projection, stage presence, teamwork. 
Strands 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 

 
 

Reading-Strand 5 ongoing throughout year 
Strand 4 opportunities throughout year 
 

 Continued work with Reading Partners 
Strand 1 

 Speaking & listening and drama 
opportunities through the Year 6 
production 

 Writing reviews and character studies 
linked to the Year 6 performance 

 
Preparation and performance of production to 
the school, and an audience of parents and 
guests.  Strands 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 

Maths Consolidating and extending all work covered 
in Upper School and: 
Algebra 
Co-ordinates 
Economic Education 

Consolidating and extending all work covered in 
Upper School and: 
Algebra 
Co-ordinates 
Roman Numerals 
Economic Education 

Science Forces in Action 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 

Changing Circuits 
Aspects of Strands 3, 6 

Art 
Strand 7 

Developing the skills and techniques of 
drawing, painting, clay, collage, sculpture and 
textiles throughout the year. 
Study artists such as: Klimt and Bridget Riley 
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
Opportunity for Strands 4, 8 

Developing the skills and techniques of drawing, 
painting, clay, collage, sculpture and textiles 
throughout the year. 
Strand 7 building portfolio of work 
 

Humanities 
(considerable 
overlap with 
aspects of 
Literacy 
teaching) 

 Studying a contrasting locality within the UK  
(Geography) Opportunities for Strands 4, 8 

 Studying local geography 

 Use of different scale maps 
 Exploring and presenting data 
 Leisure, travel, economic issues 
 Investigating how to make our local 

area safer 

Post War Britain (History) Opportunities for 
Strands 4, 8 

 The United Nations 

 The EEC and its evolution 

 Immigration 

 The Welfare State 

 The end of an empire 

 The Cold War 

 Housing 
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 Comparing our geography with the 
geography of other countries 

 Communication and research skills 
 

 Studying local geography 

 Use of different scale maps 

 Exploring and presenting data 

 Leisure, travel, economic issues 

 Investigating how to make our local area 
safer 

 Comparing our geography with the 
geography of other countries 

 Communication and research skills 

 Transport 

 The Revolution in technology 

 Coventry Cathedral and links with the 
Second World War 

 

Computer 
Studies 
 
(also see 
overview 
attached) 

Strands 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 opportunities 
To devise an adventure game for our Year 1 reading partners 

 Design a storyboard 

 Collect pictures, videos and sound 

 Input media into Powerpoint 

 Adding links and other interactive elements 

 Evaluate and modify game 
Strands 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 opportunities 

International 
Studies 

See attached ‘International Studies Curriculum’ 
Strand 3, 6  

 
Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 
Strand 2 

French – extending topics already covered / revision and preparation for secondary school 
 
Spanish 

 How old are you? 

 Where do you live? 

 Days of the week and months 

 Saying the date 

 Birthday 

 Animals and pets 

 Family members 
Flamenco dancing workshop Strand 2 performance 
 

Music Preparation for Year 6 production 

 become familiar with production 
songs  

 an emphasis will be put on 
performance technique and 
memorising the words  Strand 2 

 all pupils will be auditioned 
individually and will be assigned parts 
that best suit their voice Strand 2 

Music and media 

 study how music is used in: cartoons, 
adverts and feature films  

 study the history of music for moving 
pictures  

 compose short pieces in the appropriate 
style in response to listening to extracts 
from cartoons, adverts and films Strands 
2, 7 

 

PSHEE and 
Citizenship 

 Preparation for PGL: importance of rules, respect for personal space and privacy, 
sportsmanship, safety, personal hygiene, teamwork  Strands 6, 8 

 Performing to an audience as a collective group-the Y6 production Strands 2, 6, 7 

 Preparation / transfer to secondary school-induction days 

 Personal reviews of Year 6, selecting own highlights for Celebration of Achievement (pared 
down version) Personal reflection on all 8 Strands 
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 Being ambassadors for the school Strands 1, 3 

 Harmful materials: smoking, alcohol, drugs 

 Lessons will also reflect British Values and Economic Education 
 

PE See attached ‘Physical Education Curriculum’ 
 
Strands 7 and 8 ongoing throughout year 

 
RS Buddhism Moral Maze 

 

 
 



15 
 

Year 6 Computer Studies 

The School recognises the importance of Information & Communication Technology in the School Curriculum, both as an experience of skills and concepts in 
their own right and as a means of enhancing the delivery of subjects across the curriculum. Our aim is to enhance and enrich teaching and learning across the 
curriculum with ICT.  
 
E-Safety is an essential element of digital literacy and opportunities to raise children’s awareness and understanding of these issues are present in each unit of 
work. 
 
The development of pupils’ ICT capability should include the following:   

 acquisition of knowledge about the nature and variety of ICT hardware and software; 
 development of skills in the use of ICT for a variety of tasks; 

 acquisition of a range of positive personal qualities and attitudes - confidence, flexibility, open-mindedness to technological change while 
developing a proper scepticism about how far each change represents an ’advance’ for individuals and societies. 
 

 

Autumn Term 
First Half  

We are app inventors.  
The Year 6 units for a sequence beginning 
with pupils learning about the capabilities 
of smartphones and tablets, thinking of a 
problem that an app could solve and then 
pitching the idea for their app. 

 Children must understand that a smartphone  is 
a programmable computer.  

 Children should describe the input and output 
capabilities of a smartphone.  

 Children should identify how a smartphone app 
might address problems they identify .  

 Children could understand how search engines 
select and rank results.  

 Children could understand some of the 
technology underlying GPS, and how this can 
be used.  

Autumn Term 
Second Half 

We are project managers.  
This unit of work encourages children to 
work collaboratively to develop a 
smartphone or tablet app. Pupils will 
develop and apply computational thinking 
to the task of managing a complex 
project. 

 Children must identify the tasks that need to 
be completed for the various aspects of the 
project.  

 Children should create original content for use 
in their app.  

 Children should recognise the skills and talents 
of other members of their group and be able to 
order tasks into a sensible sequence.  

 Children could source external content to use 
in their app.  

 Children could decide on a way of ensuring the 
quality of the group’s work .  

Spring Term 
First Half  

We are interface designers 
In this unit of work, the children will start 
to design the look and feel of their app’s 
interface. They sketch ideas, plan 
different layouts and develop these using 
a wireframing tool. 

 Children must use a prototyping tool to 
develop a set of screen layouts for their app . 

 Children should think through elements of 
interaction design for their app.  

 Children should take into account accessibility 
in the design of their app. 

 Children could explain how the different 
elements of their app will  function . 

 Children could develop the interaction design 
for their app in a visually appealing way likely 
to meet the needs of their intended audience.  

Spring Term 
Second Half 

We are app developers  
In this unit, pupils draw on their work 
from the previous units in Year 6 to create 
a working app. They write down their 
algorithms and use a programming toolkit 
to code them. 

 Children must be able to develop clear 
algorithms for their app.  

 Children should be able to use logical 
reasoning to detect errors in their algorithms.  

 Children should be able to implement their 
algorithms as code. 

 Children could use sequence, selection, 
repetition and variables in their code.  
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   Children could use logical reasoning to correct 
errors in their code. 

Summer Term 
 

Year 6 HOLDFAST work  
This half term gives children the 
opportunity to use the computers to 
achieve badges in their Year 6 HOLDFAST 
both in ICT and other subjects with the 
guidance of a teacher where appropriate. 
 

 Assessed through the Year 6 HOLDFAST Award  
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International Studies Curriculum 

International Studies takes a global approach; helping children to connect their learning to where they live now as 

well as looking at the learning from the perspective of other people in other countries. The aim of the International 

Studies curriculum in Year 5 and Year 6 is to prepare the pupils to become active, caring, life-long learners who 

demonstrate respects for themselves and others, and have the capacity to participate in the world around them. The 

curriculum focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer, both within and beyond the classroom. 

The International Studies curriculum specifically gives pupils the opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills in 

relation to complex global issues. They are encouraged to explore cultural similarities and differences, develop 

international mindfulness and extend personal learning to enable them to express their own values and opinions 

whilst listening and respecting others’ points of view. 

With an increasingly complex and rapidly changing world, there are ecological, social and economic challenges. 

Pupils will develop the ability to consider multiple perspectives with the aim of preparing them for responsible social 

action.  

 

Area of learning Objective Local/global Examples of 
Learning 

Cross-curricular 
links/liaison 

Culture and diversity Exploring different 
cultures, identifying 
similarities and 
differences and 
challenging 
stereotypes 

Actively engaging 
with people from 
different cultural 
settings, visiting 
speakers from the 
school community 
(including parents), 
and at a local, 
national and 
international level 
(including partner 
schools liaison ‘pen 
pals’) 

Similarities and 
differences 
 
Respect for other 
beliefs, traditions 
and views 
 
Challenging 
stereotypes 
 
How the decisions 
and lives of people in 
one country or group 
are affected by the 
activities and 
decisions of other 
countries or groups 
 
 
 
 

Geography 
History 
RS 
PSHEE and 
Citizenship 

Education for social 
responsibility and 
sustainable 
development 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
sustainable 
development issues 
e.g. climate change, 
food, water and 
transport 
 
Promotion of well-

Look at how local 
actions can impact 
on others in different 
parts of the world 
 
Explore different 
aspects of 
sustainable 
development 

Climate change 
 
Environmental audits 
 
Eco school initiatives 
and action plan 

Geography 
Science 
Eco Club 
School Council 



18 
 

being  
 
Practical changes to 
make a sustainable 
difference to the 
school environment 
 

through local and 
global news 
 
Develop sustainable 
school plan 

Equality and Fairness Understanding of 
inequalities. Active 
promotion of 
equality and social 
justice 

Engagement with the 
promotion of 
equality and 
responsibilities 
within local 
(including school), 
national and 
international 
contexts 

Social justice 
 
Skills that will enable 
the pupils to be 
valuable and 
productive members 
of society and within 
relationships 
 
Living peacefully 
with others 
 

PSHEE and 
Citizenship 

Voice Time and space to 
enable pupils to 
share their views and 
debate issues 

Developing the skills 
to negotiate and 
debate with peers 

Debating 
opportunities to 
develop critical 
thinking skills 
 

School Council 
Assemblies 

Fundamental British 
values as defined by 
the government 
which include: 
democracy, the rule 
of law, individual 
liberty, mutual 
respect and 
understanding of 
different beliefs 

Active promotion of 
fundamental British 
Values 

Developing an 
awareness of 
fundamental British 
Values 

Cross-curricular link 
with the PSHEE and 
Citizenship 
curriculum  

PSHEE and 
Citizenship 
RS 
Assemblies 
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Physical Education Curriculum 

Games - Friday afternoon 
 
Swimming – Thursday morning 

 
During YEAR 6 the following areas of activity will be covered in lessons: 

  
AUTUMN/SPRING TERMS 

 
TWO 35 MINUTE PERIODS AND ONE 

105 MINUTE GAMES PERIOD PER WEEK 
 

SUMMER TERM 
 

TWO 35 MINUTE PERIODS AND ONE  
105 MINUTE PERIOD PER WEEK 

 
Gymnastics 

 
Pupil-led warm up routines, pair and 
group counter balances, using large 
and small apparatus safely and with 
imagination, continuation of 
sequences on and off the apparatus.  
Emphasis on tension and aesthetics.  
B.A.G.A. badge scheme where 
appropriate. 
 

 
Athletics 

 
Event specific warm ups, technique 
development of main athletic events 
(sprinting, distance running, long 
jump, high jump, throwing and relay 
races).  Measurement and recording 
of results.  Competition rules and 
procedures. 

Dance Learning rhythms and movement 
patterns.  Performing in different 
group formations.   
Stimuli/Theme – ‘High School 
Musical’. 
 

  

Health & 
Fitness 

Basic understanding of the 
Components of Fitness.  Fitness 
Testing and target setting. 
 

  

Games - Boys 
 
 

 
 

Games - Girls 

Invasion games (Rugby, Football & 
Hockey) in line with NGB guidelines.  
Experiencing competition.  
Understanding laws and rules 
developing tactical knowledge. 
 
Invasion games (Hockey & Netball) in 
line with NGB guidelines.  
Experiencing competition.  
Understanding laws and rules 
developing tactical knowledge. 
 

Games - 
Boys 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Games - Girls 

Learning Cricketing skills at an 
appropriate and safe level in line 
with NGB guidelines.  Positions in 
the field and tactical awareness.  
Short Tennis games – understanding 
rules and scoring systems. 
 
Learning Rounders and Cricket skills 
at an appropriate and safe level in 
line with NGB guidelines.  Positions 
in the field and tactical awareness.  
Short Tennis games – understanding 
rules and scoring systems. 
 

Swimming: One 30 minute period per week (Thursday) 
Stroke development and refinement (including butterfly), swimming for speed and endurance, diving, gala 

preparation, timed swimming. 
Summer Term Options - personal survival skills, lifesaving skills, diving (using boards), synchronized swimming.  
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Swimming 
 

We use the Riverside Ice and Leisure Centre, Victoria Road, Chelmsford, CM1 1FG. Children begin swimming lessons 
in Year 2.  Pupils can be excused from swimming only on serious medical grounds, when a letter or email of 
explanation should be addressed to the Head of PE; general colds are not sufficient excuse.  Children unable to swim 
should arrive at school at the normal time and they will be supervised until their class returns to school. 
 
Each year group will be allocated one particular day of the week for its swimming lessons.  Children should be 
brought to Riverside between 0745 (no earlier) and 0755, and left in the charge of the staff members waiting 
outside.  Under no circumstances should children be left if there is no member of staff in attendance.   
 
Swimming lessons commence at 0800.  In the event of a late arrival, pupils should be escorted through the Centre by 
parents and handed over to the teacher in charge, who will decide whether or not it is reasonable for them to 
change and participate.  After swimming, children are transported under supervision by private bus back to school 
and met by a year group teacher. 
 
Parents may take the opportunity to watch their child’s swimming lesson during the first week after half-term.  It is 
not possible to spectate at any other time.   
 
In the interests of safety, our general policy is to discourage the wearing of goggles.  If your child has a particular 
need to wear goggles during swimming lessons, please note that we require a letter or email, again to the Head of 
PE, and should arrive before the first lesson of term. 
 
Children in Year 6 swim on a Thursday morning. 

 
 


