
 

St Cedd's School receives the highest judgement by the Independent Schools Inspectorate 

Dr Edmonds uncovers the modus operandi for the school’s success 

To be acknowledged as a centre of excellence by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) was an 

immense honour and places St Cedd’s School amongst the very best 3-11 schools in the country. The 

accolade confirmed what we witness every day; a strong sense of purpose, ambition and an ethos of 

‘going the extra mile’ exemplified in the attitudes and actions of the pupils and staff. The generous 

staff-to-pupil ratio ensures excellent attitudes to learning leading to pupils, of all abilities, 

throughout the school to make rapid progress. Outstanding teaching, high levels of attainment and 

robust arrangements for pupils’ pastoral care and welfare were acknowledged in our recognition as 

an outstanding school, alongside our first-class performance management protocols, pioneering 

strategic planning and transparency in all home-school communication. The effective triangle of 

collaboration between the school, parents and pupils nurtures the children’s achievements, and 

forums for sharing viewpoints with the Senior Leadership Team support ongoing improvement.  

The children in our Nursery have the perfect start in an encouraging environment that widens their 

horizons as they accomplish the Early Learning Goals with many exceeding them by the age of five.  

With 11+ results far exceeding national averages, reflecting our pupils’ strong numeracy and literacy 

skills, we celebrate an unrivalled success rate to selective grammar and independent senior schools; 

a significant achievement given that we are academically non-selective. Year on year, the pupils 

achieve scholarship awards in music, all-rounder and sport, and for academic achievement.  

 

As a centre of excellence, the acquisition and application of knowledge, understanding and skills are 

not enough; equally important at St Cedd’s School is motivating pupils to be independent learners. A 

smooth transition to future schools features high on our agenda culminating in a trans-disciplinary 

skills curriculum, known as HOLDFAST, which has a powerful emphasis on inquiry to further enhance 

pupils’ academic, social and emotional well-being. In addition to all the measurable outcomes of 

which we are proud, there are the many intangible qualities that make the pupils at St Cedd’s School 

a success. It is the feeling that pervades the corridors; it is the palpable sense of belonging and care 

amongst all pupils.  

 

Successes in sports are numerous at local, county and national level and with over 70 after-school 

activities to choose from, extra study opportunities are balanced with a firm focus on academic 

work. Wrap-around care provision starts with breakfast at 0730 and TLC club until 1800; fees include 

lunch and the majority of after-school clubs. The Choristers sing in the Cathedral Choir and the high 

quality of music-making at the school is renowned. ISI recognised our effectiveness in promoting 

excellent behaviour and we work very hard to ensure that all pupils leave St Cedd’s School brave and 

independent in their thinking and as confident, well-rounded young people ready for the challenges 

ahead. To attend an open day or visit please telephone 01245 392810 or email 

to:admissions@stcedds.org.uk. 
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